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CURRENT LITERATURE.

A notable eollection of Hepaticae.?

Dr. Richard Spruce, whose work on the Hepatica of the Amust
and the Andes of Peru and Ecuador® forms the most elaboratea
extensive work in systematic hepaticology in recent times, has supp*
mented this work by issuing the most extensive series of exsicou
that has yet appeared among the Hepaticee. The series represents®
arduous labors of Dr. Spruce in the Andes and the valley of the As
zon, where he spent fifteen of the best years of bis life ina st
of that equatorial flora. It numbers 478 specimens, finely P*
served, mostly in a fruiting condition, or at least with perianths whid
furnish most available taxonomic characters, and in abundant (i
tity. It will be well for those whose hepatic horizon 1s limited by i
structure of Marchantia polymorpha, and who conceive 1t 10 be s
representative hepatic, to take notice that of the above numberi&

than a dozen are of the marchantiaceous type, and there is evet!
smaller representation of the other thallose groups of which Antbe
ceros and Riccia are types, while the foliose Jungermaniace® cons®
tute the great bulk of the series. The great genus Lejeunealu
with its formidable array of sub-genera appears under I75 numbes

represented 1n temperate latitudes, fails to form any Concepti-on "
€xient or true character; some of the forms are truly |uxurianh =
the diversity presented by extreme types is at first glance d pom!'
favor of generic instead of sub-generic division of the genus;.f““’
study, however, reveals a closeness that precludes this unless

. iy - ping
convenience, which is at best a weak ground for the establ
genera.

The further study of the collection has enabled Dr. Spré

Tect some references of species that were made In his MO N
and a number of new species appear which are not accompa‘,“: o
descnptlons, and hence are nomina nuda until P“bliShed’ wh:c’
good Doctor will doubtless attend to at once. To show g

.n‘
number of the species of the monograph which are represenwd' P

. . o
€XSiccate we have made the following comparisons 11 the §&°

glochila which, next to Lejeunea, is the largest and most rep;aa‘i
of the South American flora. Sixty-nine species WEIE d

the monograph, of which thirty-nine were described a5
Spruce; in the exsiccatae sixty-eight species appeal of
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three are of the number described in the monograph, but representa-
tions of eleven of Spruce’s new species are lacking. Of the fifteen
species remaining, seven are now issued as new species, while the other
eight represent species previously described by others.

The present work is a crowning effort of a busy life now turning
seventy-five years. Long may its author be spared to complete other
problems in the systematic study of his favorite group of plants.

L. M. U.
Two monographs on Characes.

Within a very short time of each other there have come to our table
the first fascicle of each of two monographs dealing with the Characea
of widely separated localities, namely, America and Australasia; the

oneby Dr. T. F. Allen, of New York City, the other by Otto Nord-
stedt, of the University of Lund, Sweden.?

The first part of Dr. Allen’s
“ommendation. Tt g quoted 1n
ent work as furnishing
’my, morphology,
In the present fasc
Work first scanned

Characez of America received high
the introduction to Norstedt’s pres-
“ the best introduction, in English, to the anat-
and classification of the order.” The illustrations
icle of part 11, which are always the part of such a
» A€ very well executed. Six of them are photo-
process (erroneously spoken of in the text
) representing mounted specimens of the plants
31z€, while the eight lithographic plates represent the habit
4nts and details of the fryit and leaves. It is unfortunate
it would seem that the photo-
of the species inserted on the

“ment of matter make it easier for the eye to
at are Sought. For instance: in one place the list of

» 1N another they are flush with the name of spe-
have “ Nitgppa OBTUSA, Spec. 70v.,” in another
» and in a third NITELLA MISSOURIEN-
ccurs a list of “ LocavLiTiEs,” while in
d in the general text with no heading.

= The Ch i T B s Nty :
The authoy- aﬁiivei of America, part II, fascicle 1. Roy

Sk £ ork. $1.00.
B Ustralasian Characem described and figured. Part 1.
- “Nedlinder & Sohp- Berlin, 1891. 7 shillings.
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Such things as this, together with the lack of uniformity in the cap
talization of names and the abundant typographical errors, mar fi
appearance of the text very much. |

It would seem, in the second place, to one not a student of i
group, that there was a great lack in uniformity of description of i
species. Contrasted characters, or description of the same poinis#
each species, seem to us almost indispensable for sure 1dentification
Moreover, in modern descriptions of Characea we notice that me.aiv
urements abound, and it would seem that additional data of this kiné
should be given.

These criticisms may seem trivial; but if heeded we believe that the
work, which we have long looked forward to, will be even more useft
than it now promises to be; and it goes without saying that every 0%
who undertakes to name these plants must have it in his library: i
s privately published and we hope the author will be liberally p
ronized. l

Turning to the Australian work, which comes to us through ¥
courtesy of Baron Miiller, we remark that its size permits more lett
press as well as larger and handsomer plates, though for practical P
poses probably not better. In the text, however, we have much' bet®
arrangement and typography, as well as fuller descriptions, which &
English. A key to the species of Nitella would have beé
though probably impossible at present, from the mode of pt
and the imperfection of collections. Mr. Nordstedt has undem::
the work at the solicitation of Baron Miiller, who has done€ so M
to make known the Australian flora.

It is. to be hoped that both of the important monographs

gun will be rapidly pushed toward completion.

thus ¥

NOTES AND NEWS.

. A NEW Cyeas from the island of Formosa is describe
In the January number of the Journal of Botany.

A Dr. GEORGE Vasky died at his residence in Washington,
biographical sketch will appear in an early number of the

Mr. F. V. CoviLLE, heretofore Assistant Botanist in the Iz& Bots*

of Agriculture, has be - ; Division
vice Dr. Vasey, deceasig.appomted chief of the

RARE AMERICAN plants recently i Garden @ : |
y illustrated in Ga@”
g;e ﬁalax aphylla (Dec. 21), Agave angustissima (Jan. 4) Astet
\nellus (Jan. 11), and Salix balsamifera (Jan. 18).




